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NEBRASKA STAR RESULTS at NATIONALS 
Congratulations to the FCCLA STAR participants at Nationals for their superb presentations. Final results 
may be found at http://nebraskafccla.org/documents/News%20Release%20NLM%2011.pdf 
 
Other data you may be interested in: 

 Nebraska had 5 students receive scores of 100. 

 Nebraska had 7 students with scores of 99 or higher. 

 Luke Ourada, Shelby Ferguson and Alynn Stauffer of Elm Creek tied for First Place in 
Entrepreneurship making them eligible for $15,000 scholarships to Kendall College. 

 Kiley Geis, Elm Creek won the Teach and Train event and received a $1,000 scholarship from 
NASCO and her adviser received a $500 gift card for classroom supplies. 

 

JULY BOD and DAC  MEETING  RESULTS  
Our Country is facing many economical and timely issues and education is not out of the loop. Career 
Education, to be specific, has even more issues as this is not a required class in our schools so it is easier 
to look at these programs when it comes to RIF. Nebraska FCCLA lost some chapters last year. Reasons 
given include:  teachers having to assume the duties in two or three schools, and with all the travel time 
they do not have time to continue FCCLA Chapter; departments closed; and the final reason given was 
that their students did not have interest in FCCLA. The exciting news; however, we have 8 schools that 
found replacements for retiring or moving teachers. In those communities, FCCLA must be making a 
difference with the students and providing them with skills necessary for college and/or career.   
 
Because of all the changes in Nebraska, FCCLA had to do some major revamping. In an email that went 
out from this office on May 23, advisers were asked to be flexible this year as the board would have to 
make some very serious decisions about district divisions, and number of regions. A list of questions 
were presented to the advisers at that time about when and where to host District Leadership meeting, 
how to divide district money if your district changes, how would you handle officer elections, etc. As 
usual, the FCCLA Advisers have shown their leadership skills and handled all these problems. The goal is 
to have The Red Handbook on-line by September 1 showing all the district changes. The FCCLA Board of 
Directors did some very hard work in making those changes and had to make some strong decisions.  
They worked to be as fair as they could.   

 
Bylaws Revision 
Last year, at the state leadership conference, the vote was taken to reduce the number of state officers 
from 10 to 8. Each district would continue to be assured to have a state officer and the additional 3 
highest scores would be from at-large. Now with 4 Districts each region can still be assured a state 
officer as the highest score from each of the 4 regions will be elected and then the next 4 highest scores 
from ‘at large will become state officers.   
 
Another amendment will be proposed to the members to make the election process similar to the 
national election process. This will eliminate the regional interviews and candidates will interview in 
front of an ‘interview committee.‘ 

 

http://nebraskafccla.org/documents/News%20Release%20NLM%2011.pdf


Policy Changes would outline the entire process of the State Officer Election providing the amendment 
to the bylaws is passed. 
 
Another amendment addresses Active/Inactive Chapters. To be active, chapters must do three of the 
following events: 
Fall Leadership Workshop 
District Leadership Workshop (and planning meetings) 
District STAR 
PEER Retreat 
Apply for PEER Team Award 
Apply for a Chapter Award 
Attend State Leadership Conference/State STAR 

  
NEW STAR EVENTS 
The number of STAR events is increasing every year. The STAR Coordinators have agreed to adding two 
more events: Leadership and Food Innovations. 
 

LEADERSHIP is for Senior High Students only. It is designed around students using the Leadership 
Challenge by Kouzes and Posner. Allison Kreifels will be doing some training using this resource at FLW.     
 
FOOD INNOVATIONS is a team event for Junior and Senior High members.  It is a DISPLAY event. 

 
In order to add events, all the DISPLAY Events will be at Pershing. They will NOT be observable. There 
will be events going on close to each other. This is done at nationals and it was felt that Nebraska 
students would just learn to work with these conditions before they get to nationals. 
 
Another concern that will have to be understood is that more events will not be observable. All efforts 
will be made to make the NEBRASKA Events Observable. It is difficult to make a schedule of rooms 
before numbers of entries are submitted to determine which events will be observable beforehand.  
When given the option of adding events, versus having events open for observation, it was agreed that 
we needed to make events possible for the students. To make events observable for parents/ 
grandparents, suggestions were to have an event night at home before state, or have events open at 
districts. Every year, we hear, “I want my students to watch so they can learn from others.” FACT is, the 
open events are not being attended and we get comments on our evaluation form that there is nothing 
to do on MONDAY at SLC. So, is that to be understood that watching STAR Events is not a high priority by 
students? For years, we have asked chapters to make a video of their national qualifying events and 

send them in. We have them on the Website for anyone to see.    
 
New Culinary Event:  Discussion and work to see if we can provide a culinary competition for our 
Culinary Students is currently going on. Responses to the questions sent out to advisers came back 
favorable with many good ideas and factors to consider. Stay tuned, information will be sent out as soon 
as we know if we can add this event. It may be just a Nebraska event this year. 
 

Post Secondary STAR: Nebraska is a pilot state for Post Secondary STAR. We are looking into how we 
can offer STAR Events for our Collegiate Members.    
 

NATIONAL PHOTO 
Photos from Nationals may be viewed at http://www.lifetouchevents.com/ 
The password is “fccla2011” 

http://www.lifetouchevents.com/


FLW 
Fall Leadership Workshop for Chapter Officers will be held on September 12, at Chadron; and at Wayne 
State on September 14. Registration will start at 9:00 AM with sessions starting at 9:30 and the day will 
conclude at 2:30. Lunch will be provided onsite. An agenda, be found on the www.nebraskafccla.org 
website. Registrations are separate. Select either the registration for Chadron or Wayne. We have limits 
on both sites, so late registrations may not be accepted if the capacity has been met.   
  
We are lucky to have a National FCCLA Consultant teaching in Nebraska, Mrs. Allison Kreifels. She will be 
conducting a workshop using the The Leadership Challenge by Kouzes and Posner. “The Leadership 
Challenge is about how leaders mobilize others to want to get extraordinary things done. It's about the 
practices leaders use to transform values into actions, visions into realities, obstacles into innovations, 
separateness into solidarity, and risks into rewards. It's about a climate in which people turn challenging 
opportunities into remarkable successes.” 
 
Dress Code for the day is Business Casual. Some chapters have officer uniforms. That may be smart 
choice for the day since this is an Officer Leadership Workshop. Nebraska dress code site is: 
http://www.nebraskafccla.org/documents/Nebraska%20FCCLA%20Dress%20Code%2005.pdf 

 

TIRED OF BATTLING THE DRESS CODE? 
What are your students advocating about FCCLA to the people in the community, and other people in 
the state when they are traveling, completing service projects, or doing fundraising events? Yes, people 
do make judgments about students (and others) by appearance and behavior. Yes, I’m tired of this same 
old issue also. BUT, it is a fact of society and it is time we do something now, “to get over this bridge.” I 
know, we don’t like to be compared to FFA. But, those kids wear the famous BLUE CORDUROY JACKET, 
WHITE SHIRT, AND BLACK SLACKS everywhere they go. They are known throughout the state. When 
their advisers get ready to attend a meeting, they say wear official dress. There aren’t any issues about 
length of skirt, size of straps, is this shoe appropriate, etc. So advisers, make it easy on yourselves. Start 
a dress code for your chapter. Red Polo with Black slacks. Go to:  http://www.nebraskafcclainc.org/ and 
look under the middle column for the order form for shirts for your chapter.  
To keep the cost of the shirt at a minimum we have: 

1. order deadlines. If we order in larger quantities, we get better rates.  
2. a minimum of 10 shirts if you want a chapter name on your shirts. Printer costs go up every time 

they have to change the set up. If you need fewer than 10 shirts, we can print “NEBRASKA  
FCCLA”  on the shirts. 

3. make plans to distribute shirts at FLW to eliminate shipping fees. 
A second order date is provided; however, we will have to add a shipping fee after FLW. 
 

CLUSTERS 
Information about clusters will be on the national webpage… www.fcclainc.org   after August 22. In past 
years, Nationals has requested volunteers to do workshops. Nebraska has some excellent student 
leaders that could present information at a national workshop. Don’t be bashful. Take your students to 
another level. 

 

AFFILIATION  
BEWARE!  Nationals changed the company they have doing their data base work with affiliations. 

There is a new process for 2011-12. Please carefully read the letter at the end of this e-News.   There will 
also be a webinar if you need more assistance.   
Please note:  Culinary Students need to be affiliated as OCCUPATIONAL. Affiliation packets have been 
delivered to the mail dock in Virginia and should be arriving any time. 

http://www.nebraskafccla.org/
http://www.leadershipchallenge.com/WileyCDA/Section/id-131055.html
http://www.nebraskafccla.org/documents/Nebraska%20FCCLA%20Dress%20Code%2005.pdf
http://www.nebraskafcclainc.org/
http://www.fcclainc.org/


WELCOME NEW ADVISERS 
Nebraska chapters are fortunate that we are filling spots when advisers relocate or retire. Furthermore, 
Nebraska has great advisers that volunteer to be mentors for the new advisers. 
 
New Nebraska Adivsers are: 
Katie Wenz - Arapahoe 
Dawn Ruzicka - Beatrice 
Jordan Went - Centennial 
Linsey Van Ornum - Logan View 
Kate Portenier - Louisville 
Dian Carlson and Whitney Matson - Millard West 
Annie Oconnor -North Platte 
Mary McKenny - Schuyler Central 
Bethany Stanger-Shelton 
Kelsey Hannon - Weeping Water 
Lisa Poppe - Scribner Snyder 
 
Welcome North Platte to our state association.   
Mollie Kriz moved from Schuyler Central to Humphrey. 
 
To our misfortune, we lost Fremont Bergan, Oakland Craig, Stuart, Superior, Centura, North Loup Scotia 
 
If you have information about New Advisers, Schools that would like to add FCCLA, or inactive chapters, 
please contact me at janis.brandt@nebraska.gov  

 

SCHOLARSHIP INFORMATION 
It is not too soon for your senior members to start watching for available scholarships.  There are two 
locations for FCCLA scholarships. One is on the Nebraska Webpage www.nebraskafccla.org and the 
other one is on the national webpage www.fcclainc.org. I am hoping that available scholarships will be 
added to both of these sites during the year. It may be advisable to point out to your members that 
some of the STAR events offer scholarships to the top individuals/teams in the events.   
 

ALUMNI 
Our alumni are one of our best advocates of FCCLA. Currently, we have some very eager alumni that are 
working to make the Alumni program even stronger in Nebraska. With that said, Nebraska has been put 
on the list to try a post-secondary STAR program. This is only at the talking stage at this time. If you have 
alumni members from your chapters that may be interested in STAR events, please have them send an 
email to Janis.brandt@nebraska.gov  Social media may be our best method to get information out to 
our alumni, however, social media is blocked at the state department.  
 

FCCLA CONCERN 
Challenge your members to see how many alumni they can find from your chapter, and see how many 
testimonials you could send to the state office. LB 476 passed, but this project will be ongoing forever.    
 
We have to prove that our student organizations are the worth tax payers money and we do not have 
any data to prove it. Information saying Nebraska FCCLA members received 52 gold medals at nationals 
can be spread around the state, but what does that tell people who don’t know about FCCLA or STAR? 
We need to know how your students improved the community. We need to know what careers FCCLA 
members have gone into. How did FCCLA help students decide on a career path? Or, how has FCCLA 
involvement helped members prepare for college, or prepare them for employment? Did FCCLA help 

mailto:janis.brandt@nebraska.gov
http://www.nebraskafccla.org/
http://www.fcclainc.org/
mailto:Janis.brandt@nebraska.gov


our members balance the role of wage earner and family member? We need to keep informing 
everyone in the state, including the senators about FCCLA.   

 Encourage your students to complete Power of One – Speak Out for FCCLA, or STAR Event, 
Promote and Publicize.   

 When students are doing fund raisers or Service Projects, encourage them to wear their FCCLA 
T-shirts or Polo shirts. This simple little label helps identify your organization in a big way.    

 Use the FCCLA logo on all your promotional materials, letters, notes, etc. 
 

 

FCCLA Dates 
Sometimes there are discrepancies on due dates for various reasons. We are trying to make an office 
policy that we will only put dates on the left side of the Nebraska FCCLA webpage. We can keep the 
dates in one place and not fail to change them. Please note: the forms this year will not have due dates 
on them as those dates will be on the webpage. If you want to write a due date on the form, for your 
knowledge, that is acceptable.   

 
FCCLA Resources 
If you would like a large number of any of the items from the FCCLA Store, please let Jan know before 
FLW. A small number of items will otherwise be available. A listing of the available items can be found at 
the end of the news letter. 

 

Posters 
Many of you want to order the new posters, there will be an order form at FLW for you to order your 
set!! They are only $25 a set!! Please have your checks made out to Nebraska FCCLA and submit with 
your order form. Below is a photo of the posters: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

BIC Ink Pens 
 

$ .50 
   

Photo Album  $1.00 
   

Note Cards  4/$1.00 
   

Post-It Notes  $1.50 
   

Lip Balm  $1.50 
   

Lanyard  $2.00 
   

Zippered Coin, Room  
Key, or Band-aid Pouch 

 
$2.50 

   

Water Bottle  $3.00 
   

Key Chains  $3.50 
   

.ŀƪŜǊΩǎ /ƘƻŎƻƭŀǘŜ  5.00 
   

Polo  $9.20 
   

Umbrella  $10.00 
   

Beanie/Stocking Hat  $10.00 



 
 

LETTER TO THE CHAPTER ADVISERS 

 

Dear Chapter Adviser, 

As a valued FCCLA member, we want to invite you to access the members -only FCCLA portal.  
Please keep in mind that this portal will continue to grow in terms of features and members -only 
benefits, so we ask for your patience as we continue to make it more robust.  

You can login using your email address and the default password of "Password1". After you login for 

the first time you will be prompted to change your password to something else with at least 6 
characters that you will remember. If you forget your password, click the "F orgot your Password?"  

button and you will be prompted to enter in your Email Address. Then check your email for a message 
that includes a link to change your password.  

Once you login, please use the left navigation bar to manage your transactions and update your 
contact information.  

Click the link below to login: fcclamembership.org 
Å My Information allows you to make changes to your contact information and start your affiliation 

process. 

Å My Transactions allows you to track purchases you have made online and pay off your membership 
dues order 

Å Payments and Invoices (also known as the Online Store) allows you to purchase membership, 

products, subscriptions, register for meetings, and make donations to  FCCLA 
Å Upcoming Events will allow you view all upcoming events for FCCLA. 

Remember to follow the detailed instructions that are provided for you at the top of every page. And, 
if you are from one of the indirect states: Arizona, California, Florida, Geor gia, Illinois, Louisiana, 

Minnesota, Missouri, Oregon, Puerto Rico, Texas, Virgin Islands, check with your state adviser for 

more information.  

Click here for the Quick Guide to affiliation.  

Check back often for new features and thank you for your membership in FCCLA! 

We appreciate your continued involvement in FCCLA.   
If you have any questions, please contact:  

FCCLA National Headquarters 
Affiliation Department  

affiliation@fcclainc.org 

(703) 476-4900 

 

http://fcclamembership.org/
https://netforum.avectra.com/forms/DocumentGenerate.aspx?wbn_key=CA22B072-35F8-482E-BAE2-0A7B5661466F&msm=d5dfbb12-1800-4db9-b36b-6974579fa0ed&cst=4eedb650-974f-4ae4-ae08-c25bf1df45d3&ent=ff27a525-3062-430c-a820-9e98ae20ff6e
mailto:affiliation@fcclainc.org

